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STATESMEN Now Concerned With the Economic Rather Than the Military Situation.

National Debt of the Dual Kingdom, Which Has Comparatively Few Foreign Invest¬
ments.Coal and Iron Absorbed in the Manufacture of Munitions.Regulations of the
Food Supply.Substitutes for Imported Commodities.Exports to the United States and
Other Neutral Countries.Value of Port of Trieste.

SLOVAK PEDDLER IN THF. STREETS OF TRIESTE.

BY CHARLES M. PEPPER.
I'STRIA-HUNGARY, liko th^

members of the cabinet may or may not
have had to do with peace negotiations
which did not meet the approval of
Kaiser Wilhelm. but the indications are

clear that the economic rather than the
military situation is now what con¬
cerns Austrian statesmen.
The dual kingdom, like the other

countries, has had its period of arti¬
ficial prosperity due to industrial ac¬

tivity in making: munitions and in simi¬
lar forms of military manufacture. The
military successes under the guidance
of the German general staff, following
last year's reverses, also have created
a feeling of semi-contentment. Yet th/>
price of living has been going up;
staple food commodities have had their
prices materially advanced, and the re¬

action from the artificial war pros¬
perity is now experienced. So it is not
Improbable that Austria-Hungary is
beginning: to feel the burden of crush¬
ing Serbia and the price which Ger¬
many may exact for doing the crushing
that Austria herself was unable to
effect.

The national debt of the dual king¬
dom at the outbreak of hostilities was

approximately $2,450,000,000, or about
S4S per head. Austria-Hungary has
comparatively few foreign investments,
so that there was no large income from
this source to be interrupted by the
war. Her borrowings include French
loans which have been estimated at
.*100,000,000. Since payment of interest
on th#»se loans is suspended during hos¬
tilities. this temporary suspension
doubtless would offset any loss of In¬
come from foreign investments.
The diverse races that form the Aus¬

trian empire are a saving people, al¬
most as thrifty as the French peas¬
ants. The national wealth of the dual
kingdom has increased about as rap¬
idly as that of other European coun¬
tries, and this increase has been re¬
flected in the bank deposits.
In 1S80 the savings deposited in four

of the leading financial institutions
¦were a little in excess of SI00,000,000.
In 1913 they exceeded $.130,000,000. Part
of these savings deposits are in land
and mortgage banks, suited to an agri¬
cultural country. The bank with the
largest deposits, the Credit Anstalt fur
Handel und Gewerbe, or the credit es-

othcr bp!ligercnts. has reached
the economic stage of the war.

The resignation of several

*
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InMishment for trade and business, had
$17.">,000,000; the Allgemeine Boden
C redit Anstalt, or universal loan bank,
$140,000,000; the Austrian Agricultural
Bank, $109,000,000. and the Austro-
Tlungarian Agricultural Bank, $106,-
500,000.
At the outbreak of the war the gov¬

ernment took stringent measures to
prevent runs on the banks and to pro¬
vide the emergency war credits which
were necessary. The measures were
successful and there were no bank
runs, even when the Russians were
crowding down into <*alicia and the
military outlook was black.
Like all the other nations at war, the

first aim of the government was to ac¬
cumulate gold. This policy has been
measurably successful. A stringent
penalty was provided for paying a
premium on gold. Reports from the
dual kingdom are that gold is not in
circulation, but that there has been a

I

heavy increase !n the amount of paper
notes issued by the banks. Like all
the warring: countries. Austria is mak¬
ing- an inverted pyramid of its finances,
trusting- to keep the pyramid from
toppling- over while the war lasts, and
then making such provision as may be
practicable to retire the excess of paper
currency under peace conditions.
How much has been added to the Aus¬

trian national debt during the last six¬
teen months cannot be accurately cal¬
culated. During the first month of
hostilities the first loan was provided
in the form of treasury bonds, which
were taken by the banks. The ar¬

rangement with the banks was a pri¬
vate one, and the bonds were not of¬
fered for public subscription, so that
little was known of the additional debt
created in this manner.

*
* *

The second loan was by public sub¬
scription, and the press reports from
Vienna stated that it was in excess of
$609,000,000.
Lately newspapers in the United

States have had advertisements of the
third Austrian war loan, which is of¬
fered at per cent and is redeemable
in 1930.
These three loans are not understood

to be imperial loans, but simply those
of the kingdom of Austria.
Hungary, on her part, has also is¬

sued separate loans. The third Hun¬
garian war loan, redeemable in 1921,
bears 6 per cent interest.
Some subscriptions have been made

to these loans by Austrians and Hun¬
garians in the United States, but the
total amount is relatively small. Prac¬
tically, Austria-Hungary' has had to
finance the war by drawing on her
own people.
Substantially all the natural re¬

sources of the dual kingdom have been
affected by the war, though it cannot
be said that this has been adversely.

The leading- mineral resources of
Austria-Hungary are coal, Iron ore,
petroleum and the substance known
as magnesite, which is used in steel
making by the open-hearth process.
The coal and iron ore have been

absorbed in the manufacture of muni¬
tions. and also such copper as has been
obtainable. Austria, in the making of
munitions, has not been so far be¬
hind Germany, although not on the
same gigantic scale as the Krupp
works at Essen. It will be recalled
that the big Austrian guns were of
great value to the Germans in reduc¬
ing the Belgian forts, and they have
been equally useful when employed
against the fortified Russian cities.
Magnesite, before the war, was a

commodity of considerable importance
for export to the United States and
other countries. The exports to this
country in some years exceeded $1,250,-
000 annually. There were extensive
magnesite works owned by an Austro-
Amerioan company at Radentheim. The
government absolutely prohibited the
export of magnesite, and has used the
full output in its own steelmaking
industries.

*
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When the Russian advance was at its
height much concern was felt lest the
allies, through Russia, should gain
control of the Gallclan oil fields. Pe¬
troleum from Galicia not only served
the Austrian empire, but Germany as

well. The money invested In the Ga-
lician petroleum industry by certain
Berlin banks was one motive of the
German government in seeking to drive
the Standard Oil Company out of Ger¬
many.
The Russian retreat ended all pos¬

sible danger of enemy control of
Galicia's petroleum product. The Aus¬
trian government commandeered the
whole supply, and the Galician oil in¬
dustry is now operated as a govern¬
ment military monopoly.
While the dual kingdom has valuable

mineral resources, these are not so im¬
portant as the agricultural resources.
The Hungarian wheat fields compare
with those of Kansas or the Pakntas,
and the other cereals are also rained
in different parts of the empire. There
are. moreover, the hops and sugar
beets, while the live stock industry is
fairly widespread.
The first question raised after the

war began was how far the agricul¬
tural resources of Austria-Hungary
would feed her people during its con¬
tinuance. and the answer was that,
with proper regulation, they were suf¬
ficient to answer for an indefinite
period.
The government showed no hesita¬

tion in making the required regula¬
tions. Substantially all the agricul¬
tural resources of the dual kingdom
were taken over as a military measure.
The food supply for civilian con¬
sumers also was stringently regulated.
For example, the supply of bread and
com meal was fixed at 20ft prams daily
for each individual, except in the case of
farm hands, who were allowed a larger
quantity.
Special care was taken in the con¬

servation of fodder and other supplies
of animal food, since this was so es¬
sential for the horses employed in the
military operations. The supply of oats
in the last year's harvest was insuf¬
ficient and Indian corn was used as
a substitute. The other cereals yield¬
ed average crops.

.
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While looking carefully after the
food supply, Austria, like Germany, has
sought especially to provide substi¬
tutes for commodities imported from
other countries which have been shut
off on account of the effectiveness of
the enemy blockade. The vineyard in¬
dustry has used copper vitriol to com¬
bat the pest, but with the supply heav¬
ily reduced there was grave danger to
the grape growers. A substitute, known
as pefozlde, was found, which is said
to be effective. It is made fjom a

crystalline sand, similar to mnnazite.
A wood fiber, known as lextilose, is
manufactured, which serves as a sub¬
stitute for Jute.

*
* *

Austria's income from foreign com¬

merce has been very heavily reduced.
Some of the Austrian economists con¬

tend that this is not a bad result, since
the balance of trade always was against
the dual kingdom, and therefore it is
not a bad fiscal outcome to have the
imports heavily reduced. This reason¬

ing, however, hardly will stand the test
of analysis, since the adverse balance
was due partly to heavy importations
of raw material which kept numerous
manufacturing industries going.
In 1914 the total foreign trade was

approximately $1.162.00ft,000, the im¬
ports exceeding the exports by nearly
$300,000,000. But in 1913 the exports
amounted to more than $60ft.000,000.
Some of the export business has con¬

tinued, but it is almost entirely with
the contiguous European countries that
are under the military control of the
central powers. Some products, how¬
ever, find their way to the Scandinavian
countries and to Rotterdam, and ulti¬
mately to the United States and other
neutral countries.
The United States always has been a

good market for Austrian hops and
beer. In 1913 the exportations of hops
to this country were $1,400,000. and of
beer. $1,800,000. Sftins and hides
amounted to $800.00ft. The United
States has absorbed considerable quan¬
tities of the textile output of Austria-
Hungary and of most of the highly
finished goods. Women's woolen dress
goods and linen goods have had a steady
market, linen goods, in some years, ex¬
ceeding $1,000,000. Highly finished
leather goods, electric light bulbs, glass¬
ware, bentwood furniture, aluminum
products and other metal goods, and toys
also have had a steady demand. Not¬
withstanding the interruption through
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several months of war. the exports to
the United States in 1914 approximated
$1*0,000.000.
Austrian foreign commerce through

Germany and the North sea ports is

%M i: *
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not likely to be materially affected,
whatever the outcome of tho war may
be. but the nation has a tremendous
stake in the continued possession of
the Adriatic port of Trieste. In the con¬
cessions offered to Italy by the Aus¬
trian government, under the persuasive
influence of Germany, in order to keep
Italy from joining the allies. Trieste
never for a moment was considered.
To abandon the sreat Adriatic port

would be to abandon all pretense of
naval power, and also all sea-born*1
commerce under the Austrian flat,
since the Hungarian port of Fiume
would continue to be merely a port of
the Kingdom of Hungary and not of
the empire.

* *

Trieste, according to the incomplete
reports which have been received, has
proved a most useful base for naval
operations and for the rendezvous of
the Austrian submarines. The Italian
navy apparently has not been able to
undertake offensive operations, and the
Italian army on the land side has not
been able to get within striking dis¬
tance. The large Italian-speaking pop¬
ulation in Trieste and the Italian patri¬
otic societies there, if they ever had a

prospect of successful revolt, have
been suppressed by the Austrian mili¬
tary organization.
The sea-borne trade of Austria, -which

radiates from Trieste In peace times,
included steamship lines to the far-
east, to the United States and to South
America. To maintain her status in
world trade Austria must keep Trieste
There Is also a stronger influence

than that of Austria herself in main¬
taining control of Trieste. This is Ger¬
many. Trieste is of as much conse¬
quence to south Germany as an outlet
and inlet for foreign trade as is Ham
burg or Bremen to Trussia and north
Germany. Consequently the economic
stage of the war which may be caus

ing the Austrian statesmen to long for
peace can offer no basis of negotiation
until Germany, as well as Austria, is
satisfied that Trieste will remain un¬
disputed Austrian territory.

Two Children Lead and Rule Bloo dtliirsty Revolutionary Band in Brazil
BY ROBERT F. WILSON.

THE war In Europe has crowded
out of the columns of our news¬
papers any mention of that
strange uprising In Brazil

known as the revolution of the
fanaticos. ''ompared with the Euro¬
pean war the Brazilian disturbance is,
of course. Infinitesimal. Yet In Brazil
the uprising is a serious problem for
the federal government and one that
has not yet by any means been solved.
Throughout a wide area of mountain

country which separates two of the
richest agricultural regions of southern
Brazil the bearded fanaticos have
starred the land with the ravages of
insurrection.

in that region today the mention of
the name sends a shiver of horror
through peaceful folk and inspires gen¬
uine fear in the considerable bodies of
federal troops operating against the
revolutionaries.

*

* *

Because they are mysterious the
fanaticos are terrible. The federal gov¬
ernment of Brazil has been engaged in
a sanguinary struggle with them for
over a year, yet the government itself
has been unable to discover what the
fanaticos are fighting about. Their
<vhole movement seem? to be inspired
> v reasons so vague and shadowy that
hev might have come from the realm

of dreams and tortured visions.
The hundreds of graves of the vic¬

tims in the state of Santa '"atharina,
Brazil, however, testify to the reality
of the dist ;;rl/.t:.< no myt ter Low ir¬

rational its inception, kailroad service
has stopped and the hand of terrorism
has gripped a wide region for more
than a year The country is dotted
v ;*b the ruins «<r railroad and factory
buildings, burned by the marauders,
whose depredations a re nearly always
accompanied by the massacre of human
beings.
The most outlandish and amazing

feature of the whole affair is that this
bloodthirsty hand is b-d ami ruled ab¬
solutely by two children, both girls,
and both under ten years of age.
These two children are believed bv
their followers to have supernatural
powers. Wit! such authority they ex-
. r< i>-e the natural power of life and
oeirth over 11» ». r followers and over
prisor rs .is wel 1,
They »1 i r .- <: all movements of the

*r i]: ?a r> campaign in w hich they are

engaged and in every way act as the
joint comma iders-in-chief of their
forces. The act -fiat they have thus
far been quite successful U ads ob¬
servers to believe that some shrewd
adult mini! Is behind them, controlling
them, although nothing certain is
known on thhj point.

*
* *

So far as la known only one outsider
has seen these children and lived to tell
aoout It. Tie fanaticos in their war¬
fare keep no prisoners. Prisoners
taken in battle are either released at
the end of the engagement or else are

summoned before the two children for
trtal. It is said that the children have
never yet failed to pronounce the death
sentence upon the unhappy prisoners
that Uavs brought before them

for judgment. The fanatical followers
speedily carry the sentences into exe¬
cution by shooting the victims.
One man. a Frenchman, captured by

the fanaticos. saw the children by ac¬
cident and later managed to make his
escape, although he, too, had been con¬
demned to death. He was being taken
by his captors through the mountains
w hen they came into a village reached
b> a trail inaccessible to any except
the skilled mountaineers of the coun¬
try. Evidently the soldiers who had
him in charge did not expect to find
the children at that place, for the trav¬
eling party came suddenly into the vil¬
lage to find the children conducting a
religious service. The Frenchman said
that in that place the children were
living in a bark house, pet apart from
the others and specially guarded.

fie described them as mulatto girls,
neither one prepossessing in appear¬
ance. Their clothing consisted of sin¬
gle white gowns, enveloping them from
their shoulders t<> their feet, which
were bare. On their heads were sliver
crowns, and they wore silver crosses
on their breasts. In front of them
w as' an antiphonal ,

chorus of priests
paying obei.sanee. One group of priests
chanted in Portuguese. "Praise to the
Virgins." and the other group replied:
T"»rever and ever. Amen."
There was more of riiis service, which

the French prisoner did not see, be-
a'i«e his captors, in apparent great

dread, hurried him out of the presence
of the children and on to the camp
where they were taking him. Eater he
was condemned to death because his
profane s had rested upon the child
dieties The prisoner, after many
hardships, managed to escape. He
learned from his captors that at the
lose of the religious service the chil-

dren washed their hands in basins of
v. :.ter, v. h:< h were then passed among
M:i worshipers. The latter drank of
th»- water arid in that way, according
:.» their belief, were rendered immune
from sickness and death or injury in
bat tie.

Tie fanaiuo movement began in Bra¬
zil four year's ago. The present is the
second outbreak. The originator was a

mountain hermit known Joao Maria
and later as Sao Joao, or St. John. Be¬
fore explaining the form of the religious
cult which lie started it is necessary to

give some idea of the nature of the coun¬

try in which the fanaticos live.
Th< southernmost state of Brazil is

Pio Orange do Sul, famed for its fertile
'.itrie> a fid enormous herd* of cattle.

Next north, nestling together on the
map in fr.«-r.»j! v fashion, but actually bit¬
ter political enemies, are the states of
SaMa «'ath;trin;i and Parana, triangular
m -hai>»\ but together forming, roughly, a
re<-lang>. Santa Patharina having the
more searoast and Parana the larger hin¬
terland. North of them, again, is the
rich, fertile and populous state of Sao
1 'aulo.
The country iri both Santa Catharlna

and Parana is exceedingly broken arid
heavily timbered, resembling very much
the mountains of West Virginia. Further
north in Sao Paulo the physical charac¬
teristics of the country are similar, but
the soil j« much richer, and the timber
has been cleared away for the great coffee
estates.
No extensive, agriculture has been at¬

tempted in Santa Catharlna, and only a
little in Parana, although it Is believed
that both states have great farming pos¬
sibilities. The mountain people are near¬
ly all woodcutters and hunters, nearly
all of hem dead shots, and nearly ail
indescribably ignorant. The merchant*-

O EARDED Bandits Believe Two Girls, Both Under Ten Years of Age, Possess Super-
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ble timber of the district consists chiefly
of the Parana pine, a coniferous tree
which grows nowhere else in the world,
arid only in a restricted area there. Its
typical flat top and tall, graceful trunk
has been frequently described by trav¬
elers and also the characteristic draping
of the trunks of the male trees with
branches as .distinguished from the trunks
of the female, which have no lower
branches, but only the top crown.

+
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It was in such a region that Joao
Maria, the hermit, established his fa¬
natical cult. Some of the natives of the
region believe that he was formerly a
monk, but this is denied by those who
have Investigated his life. At any rate,
he lived in a mountain hut, went bare¬
footed, wore only a single garment of
white cloth and allowed his snowy beard
to grow to venerable length.
The superstitious mountain folk began

ascribing supernatural powers to him.
The aslves of his fires were believed to
heal wounds when rubbed into them, and
the water in which he washed his hands
would cure diseases. His vogue grew un¬
til the mountaineers were making: pil¬

grimages to his hut from scores of miles
around.
Ills following did not become for¬

midable until the construction through
Santa Catharina of the auxiliary rail¬
road. the great trunk line, which con¬
nects the southern states with Sao
I'aulo and Rio de Janeiro, the capital.
The construction gangs which built
this railroad were recruited largely in
the district. In the construction camps
the cult of Joao Maria spread like a

pestilence and finally grew to such size
that the politicians of the region at¬
tempted to make use of it. It was in
such use of the fanaticos that the first
bloodshed occurred.
A local manda chuva. or political

boss.the words mean "rainmaker" in
English.in Santa Catharina was op¬
pressing the leaders of the opposite
political party, and they finally fi,»d
across the boundary into Parana, where
Joao was then operating. They en¬
listed him in their service. He an¬

nounced a campaign against the mania
chuva, and his followers rallied to 1 is
standard, bringing their squirrel guns
with them. At that time there were
six thousand laborers in the railro-id
construction camps.
They deserted by the hundreds and

enlisted under the banner of Joao, and

the ranks were joined by many fugi¬
tive criminals who had fled to this in¬
accessible region from three states,
and who thought they saw in the cam¬
paign .'i chance for loot. The manda
chuva had frantically appealed to his
relative, the president of Santa Cath¬
arina, for help.
State troops were sent find they met

the advancing fanaticos. In the battle
that followed the troops were decisive¬
ly beaten, and the fanaticos succeeded
in capturing a machine gun- With the
.aid of this weapon they were able to
maintain their resistance for several
months.
In this period they terrorized the

country, frequently raiding towns and
villages and killing many people. There
were several battles with the state
troops and finally Joao was killed. His
followers at once scattered and ap¬
parently the trouble was over.
About two years ago the authorities

of Santa Catharina began receiving re¬
ports that trouble with the fanaticos
was again brewing. The spirit of Joao
Maria was said, by the superstitious
natives, to have descended upon the
two children, who are now leading the
insurrection, and the original cult had
gathered again, its priests venerating
the two girls. This time1 the state au-

>

thorities made no effort to suppress the
cult for a very Interesting reason,
which of itself shows how loosely the
sovereign states of Brazil are held to¬
gether in the national federation.
A large part of the inland territory

of Santa Catharina is held in dispute
between the states of Santa Catharina
and Parana. The government of Pa¬
rana, In fact, maintains jurisdiction
over the region, which is practically
as large as the territory over which
the Jurisdiction of the government of
Santa Catharina is undisputed. The
case in litigation was carried to the
supreme <*ourt of Brazil, which de¬
rided in favor of Santa Catharina. Yet
the government of Parana refused to
obey the mandate of the court, claim¬
ing that only the national congress had
authority to determine the ownership
of the region.

*
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The new movement of the fanatioos
was growing up exclusively within
this disputed territory. The Santa
Catharina authorities shrewdly calcu¬
lated that if another bloody uprising
we»e to occur the federal authoiities
would be compelled to send federal
troops against the fanaticos. A time
would come when the uprising would
be quelled. The federal government
would then be under the necessity of
turning the district back either to'Pa¬
rana or Santa Catharina. The authori¬
ties of the latter state argued that the
federal government could only follow
the court decision and restore the area
to Santa Catharina.
Accordingly the fanaticos cult grew

without hindrance. A year ago last
June, acting under the direction of the
children, the fanaticos served notice on

the auxiliary railroad, now being op¬
erated by an American receivership, to
cease running its trains on a certain
date in July. The American manage¬
ment paid no attention to the warn¬
ing, and the railroad was not molested
when the ultimatum expired. Again
the road was warned, and again the
warning was disregarded, and no harm
resulted.
Early in August, 1014, the road was

notified that it must stop running
through trains on August 12. It again
disregarded this notice. On August lii
the outbreak occurred with savage
ferocity. The notice of trouble came
to the railroad officers from the tele¬
graph operator at Calmon. a sawmill
station in a desolate part of Santa
Catharina. The message ticked in:
"Fanaticos here wait " And there
was no further ticking.
A special train loaded with police of¬

ficers and the* local military comman¬
dant was rushed to the scene from the
nearest division station. The comman¬
dant was shot to death as he stepped
off the train at Calmon. while the other
police officers were all killed in the
battle that followed. The station agent,
had been murdered and the station and
sawmill were burned; and that night
the right of way of the auxiliary rail¬
road through Santa Catharina was il-

luminated by the burning stations and
mills fired by the revolutionaries.
The railroad thereafter attempted to

run no more through trains until the
federal troops could re-establish order,
a thing that has not yet been accom¬
plished. The fanaticos retreated into
the fastnesses of the mountains and
fought only from ambush. The casual¬
ties among the large number of federal
troops sent into the district have been
very heavy, while the extermination of
the revolutionaries has been a slow
process. The tactics adopted by the
mountaineers have been similar to
those of the North American Indians.
hiding behind rocks and trees and pick¬
ing off the federal troops with unerr¬

ing aim, while the latter saw no mark
to shoot at.
The first signal success of the federal

troops occurred last spring, after nine
months of fighting, when they surprised
¦a body of several hundred fanaticos
which was holding a meeting. Unable
to fly to cover, the revolutionists turn¬
ed and fought with deadly execution,
but they were no match for the ma¬

chine gun which the troops had with
them. The entire body of revolution¬
ists was wiped out.
As a result of this disaster the up¬

rising lias been greatly weakened, and
.the government now lias hope of set¬
tling the disturbance soon. Every ef¬
fort of the government is being made
to capture the two children, as it is be¬
lieved that the cult will fall to pieces
when its deities are taken away
from it.
An instance of the credulity of the

mountain people was seen in the first
battle with the fanaticos last fall.
The flag of the cult is white with a
green cross and marked with the leg¬
end "San Sebastian." The child lead¬
ers blessed this standard before it whs
carried into the battle and told then-
followers that whenever the flap was
waved fifty of the enemy would fall
dead.
On this occasion the fanaticos ven¬

tured to give pitched battle. When the
conflict was starting the fanaticos
flag was waved. The federal troops
thought this was a signal for a parley,
and, leaving their cover, they advanced
without firing.
As soon as they were within deadly

range the revolutionists opened up on
them and the entire regiment of sol¬
diers was almost exterminated.

Copyright. by Robert K. Wilson.)

i®asoini9s Cauadll®s aumd Carols
HT is noticeable that when one is anx¬

ious to celebrate Christmas he does

not strive to originate any new

scheme, but, rather, searches to revive
some old custom and endeavors to

carry it out in exacting: detail. Even

the little Christmas candle which spar¬

kles from the Christmas tree has had

its ancestry revived so that the Yule-
tide spirit which it breathes today may

be better appreciated and more thor¬

oughly enjoyed.
Carols of the season speak their own

message, yet unless one knows the rea¬

son for this form of music at this spe¬

cial season he realizes that his appre¬
ciation of the part they play in the

great celebration of the nativity is su¬

perficial.
In searching back into the past of

the Christmas taper it is noted that

even among savages light had a reli¬

gious significance. Ever since the light
of the star led the wise men to Bethle¬
hem and the great heavenly light ap¬

peared unto the shepherds watching on

Judea's plain Christian people have
employed this element in a religious
sense, especially at Christmas, to com¬

memorate the coming of the Light of
the World to earth as a guide to man¬

kind.
The old custom of burning the Yule

log each year, though accompanied with
worldly festivity, is said to have origi¬
nated for the ^religious celebration of
Christmas. The light of the burning
log was considered emblematic of hom¬
age and honor which the household ac¬

corded the Christmas guest. It was a
formal ceremony for both rich and
poor. In the houses of the wealthy
Christmas candles burned from Advent
to the Feast of Lights, and they were,
significant of the light dawning upon
the world of darkness at that hallowed
season.
Gradually the candles supplanted the

Yule log, until now the burning taper
on the Christmas tree is about all that
is left to symbolize the same thing as
the lights of the great logs burned by

the religions yet holiday-loving peas¬
ants. The people of Ireland took espe¬
cially to the candle as a symbol. The
peasant of that country placed a large
oatcake, upon which were twelve can¬
dles surrounding one very large candle,
in his window. This was in commemo¬
ration of the Savior and the twelve
apostles.
The trinity candle, which was also

used in Ireland at Christmas, had three
branches, which were, burned down t«»
the place where all united, the re¬
mainder being reserved to burn when
welcoming the new year.
The past of the Christmas carol ae¬

ries one back to the first Christmas
night, when the angelic host hailed the
birth of the Savipr with the heavenl>chant, "Glory to God in the highest and
on earth peace, good will to men '

Since then this carol has been used in
observing the natal day of the Prince
of Peace.
At first all carols were hymns, deal¬

ing with the events of that sacred
night and those who helped to make it.
but gradually the songs broadened to
include the customs, emblems and tra¬ditions of the people. Hence the early
carois were about the Virgin Mary,Joseph, who was always pictured as
an old man; Angel Gabriel, the three
kings of the orient, the shepherds and
angels.
Later special festival carols were

composed and sung to fit the merry oc¬
casions of the bringing in the boar's
head and the asking of charity by the
poor peasants, who went singing to the
homes of the prosperous Christmas
eve, asking them to taste of the was¬
sail bowl and bestow charity in return.
After the carol left the church it fared
the same as the drama after its separa¬tion from the religious life of the peo¬ple, for it took on much of the coarse¬
ness and vulgarity of those who em¬
ployed it in their holiday frolics.
Fortunately the carol today fulfills

all that may be expected of it. The
words and sentiments of such a sacred
song as "O Little Town of Bethlehem.''
continues to circle the world, while
the carols which have taken 011 the life
of today contain nothing worse than
the praises of Santa Claus and the en¬
couragement to the giving of charity
ind not the asking. /


